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Executive Summary 


In 2015, The Gambia joined the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), 
agreeing to a periodic assessment of its anti-corruption strategies every five years. The nation 
fulfilled its responsibilities in the initial cycle from 2010 to 2015, concentrating on 
criminalization, law enforcement, and global collaboration. The evaluation process included 
dialogues between governmental entities and civil society organizations (CSOs), with CSOs 
having restricted involvement in public forums during the visits by representatives from 
Guyana and Sudan. 


After successfully completing the initial cycle of the UNCAC Implementation Review 
Mechanism in 2015, The Gambia was selected for the second cycle in 2022, focusing on 
corruption prevention and asset recovery. Despite this, the Ministry of Justice, as the lead 
agency, has not yet completed the review exercises on The Gambia's efforts to enforce a 
strong asset recovery plan to combat corruption. In the last two years, the Public-Private 
Integrity (PPI) has been actively improving the self-assessment process and promoting 
societal engagement. However, the lack of initiative from the Ministry of Justice in advancing 
the UNCAC review process remains a key concern highlighted in this position paper 
presented to The Gambia's Cabinet. 


Background 


The Gambia joined the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) on July 8, 
2015, initiating its involvement with the conventionliv]. After successfully completing the 
initial review focusing on the implementation of chapters Ill (Criminalization and Law 
Enforcement) and IV (International Cooperation), progress has stalled in further anti- 
corruption efforts aligned with UNCAC guidelines in The Gambia. 


A recent report by Public-Private Integrity (PPI)[v] delves into The Gambia's strengths and 
weaknesses in implementing UNCAC, citing case studies and recent developments. The 
report offers key recommendations to government bodies to enhance anti-corruption 
measures in the country. Although Gambian legislation promotes transparent governance, 
the impact of preventive anti-corruption measures remains limited on a national level. The 
Gambia Anti-Corruption Commission Act, enacted in 2013, awaits implementation, alongside 
challenges such as information sharing gaps, outdated bureaucratic systems, and lenient 
enforcement of sanctions, making the public sector susceptible to corruption. 


Additionally, The Gambia has yet to fully implement the conventions it has ratified, including 
UNCAC. Complexities arise from overlapping responsibilities among various financial 
investigative bodies in confiscation procedures and property recovery. The pursuit of 
recovering fraud-acquired assets from past and present public figures, as highlighted in the 
2018 Janneh Commission report, is pending. The official UNCAC review process in The 
Gambia is still ongoing. 


Current Situation: 


Efforts to involve The Gambia’s Ministry of Justice ([vi] in implementing UNCAC since 2022 
have encountered challenges, especially in communication and responsiveness. The UNODC 
Vienna office's request for a response to the questionnaire, mandated by Article 13 of the 
UNCAC, has not been appropriately addressed. Article 13 underlines the significance of 
engaging individuals and groups beyond the public sector, including civil society, non- 
governmental organizations, and community-based organizations, in combating corruption. 


The lack of response from The Gambia's Ministry of Justice to the UNODC's request shows a 
gap in meeting UNCAC obligations. This gap is further emphasized by a civil society report, 
which highlights issues such as limited information sharing, outdated bureaucratic systems, 
and lenient sanctions that make the public sector vulnerable to corruption. The report also 
mentions the overlapping responsibilities in public finance management, gaps in tax and non- 
tax revenue collection, inadequate public finance monitoring tools, policy and legal 
framework in practice. 


The Gambia is actively involved in the UNCAC review process and has made efforts to 
enhance its legislative and institutional structures. Nevertheless, the enforcement and 
application of UNCAC regulations, specifically those concerning preventive actions and asset 
retrieval, are currently lacking. The Ministry of Justice's lack of response to the UNCAC 
questionnaire mirrors the larger obstacles encountered in combating corruption in The 
Gambia. 


Implications: 


Failure to continue with the UNCAC implementation review mechanism for the second cycle 
could have considerable consequences. It might lead to an incomplete assessment of states' 
advancements in anti-corruption efforts, potentially stalling or reversing the fight against 


corruption. The lack of this review mechanism could also reduce transparency and 
accountability, as there would be minimal supervision of member states' actions and pledges. 


Such a failure could also undermine international collaboration in anti-corruption endeavors. 
The UNCAC review mechanism serves not only as an evaluation tool but also as a forum for 
sharing information and best practices among nations. Its absence could significantly hinder 
the collective endeavor to combat corruption efficiently. 


The involvement of Civil Society Organizations is crucial in this process. Their participation 
ensures that the review mechanism is not solely driven by the state but includes independent 
oversight. CSOs play a vital role in holding governments accountable, offering expertise on 
anti-corruption strategies, advocating for citizens' interests, and bolstering the credibility of 
review findings. By collaborating, they improve the inclusivity and effectiveness of the 
review, leading to more widely accepted and legitimate outcomes. 


The cabinet should acknowledge the importance of the UNCAC implementation review 
mechanism in sustaining progress in global and national anti-corruption initiatives. The active 
involvement of Civil Society Organizations is vital for its success. Failing to proceed with the 
review could have significant consequences, impacting not only individual states but the 
entire international community. Hence, it is crucial to conduct the review with the complete 
engagement of all relevant stakeholders, including CSOs. 


Recommendations: 


The cabinet is encouraged to officially authorize the Ministry of Justice to recommence the 
UNCAC implementation review process and involve a broader spectrum of society in this 
important initiative. It is crucial to engage a wider section of our community to ensure 
transparency, accountability, and collective responsibility in this effort. Furthermore, the 
Ministry of Justice should meet its obligations under the UNCAC by responding to the 
UNODC questionnaire. This action is essential not only to uphold our international 
commitments but also to demonstrate our nation's determination to combat corruption. The 
cabinet's endorsement would confirm our government's dedication to upholding the highest 
standards o f integrity and actively involving civil society in the fight against corruption. 


Conclusion: 


Fulfilling its obligations as a State Party to the United Nations Convention Against Corruption 
(UNCAC) is crucial for The Gambia. By upholding the UNCAC, The Gambia displays a firm 
commitment to fighting corruption, which is vital for improving governance and upholding 
the rule of law. This dedication is expected to stimulate economic growth by attracting 
foreign investment and fostering economic progress. Furthermore, it enhances public 
services by promoting transparency and accountability, thereby increasing public trust. 
Additionally, meeting these commitments aligns The Gambia with global efforts to combat 
corruption, enabling international collaboration. In summary, The Gambia's adherence to the 


UNCAC is essential for its advancement and credibility, providing significant advantages that 
positively impact both locally and internationally. 
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